JAZZ IMPROVISATION ON PIANO

Explain procedure first:  demonstrate each of the 3 parts.  Then have students form 3 lines at the piano (low, medium & high keys)

Begin with first person on low part.  Demonstrate and let student take over (or just continue yourself).  Then add first person on middle part, then high.  Shortly thereafter, replace low person, middle person & high person.  When students have completed one part, they go to the end of another line until they have performed on all 3 parts.  They should then be seated.

Low part:
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Middle part:  Students are to play chords (3 notes at once) using only black keys.

High part:  Students are to play a melody (one note at a time) using only black keys.

Encourage students on middle and low part to be creative and stress that on these 2 parts, there are no specific notes (as long as they are black) that they must play.  The low part, however, must be played exactly as demonstrated in order to hold the piece together.
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If time allows, choose 3 particularly able students to perform a short jazz improvisation for the class.

Note:  Before you begin, talk about the word “improvisation”; its definition and how it relates to a musical performance.

