Music Appreciation

Group Assignment:  Bach and Company
Background information
Johann Sebastian Bach was the composer of the finest music of the Baroque period.  He was a hard working composer, conductor, teacher, and performer.  He also had a very large family and several of his sons also became famous musicians.  
Project

Imagine that Bach is visited by three individuals (listed below).  The dialogue between Bach and his visitors should reflect the circumstances of his life.  Consider the following questions and build a dialogue between Bach and the associated guests.
· What were Bach’s job responsibilities during the time in Leipzig (1723-1750)?
Visitor:  a member of the Leipzig Council who hired him for that position
· What was his home life like?  Wife?  Number of children?  Common activities?

Visitor:  Bach’s 2nd wife

· Four of his sons became prominent musicians – more famous than their father during his lifetime.  Why were they more famous?  How was their music different?

Visitor:  his son, C.P.E. Bach
Tasks to assign:

· Choose individuals to play the parts of Bach and each of his visitors.

· Choose a facilitator to lead the discussion.
Group tasks (work together):
· Write (or talk through and keep some notes) the background material necessary to build the conversations between Bach and his 3 visitors
· Come up with some answers to the follow-up question to guide the discussion
Notes:

· Consider using pictures of the characters as a backdrop or costume pieces to represent them
· Audio clips of Bach’s music and his son’s music can illustrate the difference
On the day of presentation:

· Dialogue between Bach and his visitors
· Discussion question:  Was Bach satisfied with his life?  Why do you think so?
