POPULAR MUSIC IN AMERICA:  Unit 2 Test Review

Identify or Define

· Francis James Child  an American scholar who collected, analyzed, and published versions of old English and Scottish ballads

· American ballads  story songs which end with a moral
· Black ballads  story songs which did not include a moral and had more interesting melodies

· banjo  the only indigenous African instrument to survive in the U.S.
· mandolin  string instrument imported from Italy
· fiddle  another name for a violin
· guitar  string instrument imported from Spain
· Dobro  a type of guitar with a metal resonator set into the body
· Atlanta  the key city at the beginning of country music’s commercialization 

· ”Fiddlin’” John Carson  was the first commercial country recording artist

· Ralph Peer  record producer discovered the Carter Family and Jimmie Rodgers, country talent scout

· hillbilly music   promoters used term to describe the earliest country music of the 20s.

· Gid Tanner and the Skillet Lickers  early hillbilly group

· Vernon Dalhart  the most successful of the Tin Pan Alley “country” artists, sang “The Prisoner’s Song”

· Grand Ole Opry  began as a radio show created by George D. Hay
· Carter Family  an early country music act with a stoic, southeastern style

· Maybelle Carter an early influence on country guitar performers
· Jimmie Rodgers  “the father of country music”, southwest style of country music, first country music superstar

· Gene Autry  “America’s Number One Singing Cowboy”, starred in over 90 movies

· Patsy Montana  the first female country star

· The Sons of the Pioneers  developed “cowboy harmony”

· Roy Rogers  Leonard Sly another famous singing cowboy

· Decca Records  made recordings more accessible during the Depression

· Border radio stations  “X” stations, across the border were exempt from FCC restrictions, exposed the nation to country music

· Western Swing  originated in Texas, an urban style of hoedown western dance music, used jazz-type improvisation and larger bands

· Bob Wills  the major figure in the development of western swing.

· Light Crust Doughboys  Bob Wills ‘first band

· Texas Playboys  Bob Wills’ band, the most famous of the western swing bands, peak years 1934-1942, added horns and drums to the instrumentation
· Honky Tonk  from type of music played in honky tonks (drinking/dancing taverns which proliferated after the repeal of Prohibition in 1933).  Self-pity and remorse lay at the heart of most honky tonk songs – “cry in your beer”

· Ernest Tubb   the first great honky tonk singer

· Lefty Frizzell, Hank Thompson, Ray Price, Buck Owens, Merle Haggard, George Jones, George Strait  other honky tonk country singers

· The Bakersfield Sound  honky tonk from music from California that was louder and more electric, more like rockabilly or later country rock

· Merle Haggard and Buck Owens  most significant artists of the Bakersfield Sound

· “Outlaw” Country Music  from Austin Texas, the antithesis of Hollywood western music – artists wore black, long hair, beards, with image of lawlessness

· Willie Nelson and Waylon Jennings  most popular performers of the Austin “outlaw country”

· “Uncle Dave” Macon  appeared on the Grand Ole Opry for 26 years

· “clear channel” stations  radio stations that were licensed by the 1930s to broadcast at higher wattages to be heard regionally or nationally

· Nashville has become known as Music City, U.S.A.

· Roy Acuff  the first real singing star on the Grand Ole Opry, he was the host beginning in 1938; he was more of a traditional southeastern style singer

· Acuff-Rose Publications  the first publishing firm devoted solely to country music, became one of the largest music businesses in the world and was a catalyst for other music businesses to come to Nashville

· BMI  Broadcast Music Incorporated

· Hank Williams   country music’s first cult figure, his voice had a break that put a signature “cry” in his voice

· “oom-pah”  characteristic accompaniment pattern alternating between bass note and chord

· yodel p. 161 the technique of quickly flipping between falsetto and chest voice

· “The Nashville Sound”  “cross-over” country music, a smoother and more commercial style

· Eddie Arnold  the first “cross-over” country star “The Tennessee Plowboy”; his music was only marginally country.

· Chet Atkins  one of the most influential guitarists in the world, a successful “cross-over” artist, also was a country music record producer

· Jim Reeves  result of Atkins’ production philosophy, so therefore was commercially very successful

· Kitty Wells  recorded the first number 1 hit on the Billboard country charts by a female singer – “It Wasn’t God Who Made Honky Tonk Angels”

· Patsy Cline  launched the era of the modern female country singer; heavily influenced by pop singers, her voice was rich and pop-oriented, not nasal as the old-style country female singer, also used expressive vocal tricks

· Porter Waggoner Show  the most significant of the country variety shows on TV

· Hee-Haw  Nashville’s first major television production

· Bluegrass  most distinguished from other country music by the emphasis on virtuoso instrumental display, numbers played at very fast tempos with rapid underlying melodies; used a duple meter with a strong backbeat and constant sixteenth notes.  Disc jockeys and fans named the style after the band

· Bill Monroe  singularly responsible for development of bluegrass music

· breakdown the instrumental sections in bluegrass music

· Blue Grass Boys  Bill Monroe’s band which included Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs; standardized instrumentation to mandolin, guitar, fiddle, banjo and bass

· Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs  broke away from Blue Grass Boys; probably did the most to bring bluegrass to national attention by providing music for tv and movies

· “newgrass”  term for experimentation of new bluegrass artists in the 1960s

· Nickel Creek  example of current bluegrass group

· “rockabilly”  singers like Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, Buddy Holly, Carl Perkins who came from country music and added rock style

· Garth Brooks  first billionaire country artist; the most successful artist in country music history; crossover country; rock-type antics on stage

· Alan Jackson  current country artist who maintains the honky tonk tradition

· Shania Twain, Faith Hill  female country artists of the 90s who changed the female country star image to MTV style of dress and presentation

· Dixie Chicks  female country group; produced the best-selling country duo or group album in history

Questions
· What is country about country music?   

· Explain why the southern man was an individual of extreme contradiction.  

· Explain the difference between southeast style of country music and southwest styles. 

· Why is bluegrass sometimes compared to jazz? 

 Listening

· Little Old Log Cabin in the Lane  Fiddlin’ John Carson

· Soldier’s Joy Gid Tanner and the Skillet Lickers
· Waiting for a Train  Jimmie Rodgers

· Wildwood Flower  Carter Family
· Tumbling Tumbleweeds  Sons of the Pioneers
· New San Antonio Rose  Bob Wills
· Walking the Floor Over You  Ernest Tubb
· Silver-Haired Daddy of Mine  Gene Autry
· I Want to Be a Cowboy’s Sweetheart Patsy Montana
· Country Gentleman  Chet Atkins
· Faded Love  Patsy Cline

· Lovesick Blues  Hank Williams

· Tennessee Waltz
· Wabash Cannonball  Roy Acuff

· Blue Moon of Kentucky Bill Monroe
· Earl’s Breakdown Flatt & Scruggs

· Foggy Mountain Breakdown
· Ode to a Butterfly Nickel Creek
· Friends in Low Places  Garth Brooks
· There’s Your Trouble  Dixie Chicks

