POPULAR MUSIC IN AMERICA:  Unit 3 Test Review

Identify, Define or Answer

· Bill Haley and the Comets  an example of Northern Band Rock & Roll, a white version of black R&B
· Sam Phillips  record producer in Memphis looking for a new sound discovered Elvis Presley

· boogie woogie  a blues form with a rhythmic bass piano pattern

· New Orleans Dance Blues  style included a thick bass sound, a looser rhythmic feel.  Example:  Fats Domino, Little Richard

· Memphis Rockabilly   style with country and R&B roots with minimal production  Example:  Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins (white southern guys)

· Elvis Presley  the “King of Rock & Roll”
· Chicago Rhythm and Blues  rockabilly with a heavy backbeat, mostly black guys  Example:  Chuck Berry, Bo Didley

· Doo-Wop vocal groups  so-called because their vocal accompaniment used nonsense syllables to create a rhythmic pattern  Example:  The Chords, The Platters, The Coasters

· teen idols  fostered by the major record labels to counteract the independent record companies marketing of popular rock and roll stars; their singers were more “wholesome”
· DJs  became stars in their own right after radio implemented the “Top 40” concept which helped radio evolve
· American Bandstand  the only consistently successful television vehicle for rock music until MTV
· Jerry Lieber and Mike Stoller  songwriting team whose songs and productions helped to ensure the early popularity of rock & roll

· Phil Spector  songwriter and record producer who used elaborate studio effects, expanded instrumentation and liberal overdubbing to create a “wall of sound” in rock & roll music beginning in the 50s

· Beach Boys   group who utilized a high level of producing and arranging in rock music and sophisticated vocal arranging for a characteristic harmony sound

· Urban Folk Revival  a youth movement that occurred at about the same time as the rise of rock & roll.  It brought to national popularity older American folk songs and ballads and spawned a generation of song-writers and singers who used this folksong style in their writing and singing.

· Woody Guthrie  Oklahoma folk music legend; his most famous song was “This Land Is Your Land”
· Bob Dylan  protégé of Woody Guthrie; he bridged the gap to electric folk music
· Kingston Trio,  Peter Paul & Mary,  Joan Baez  folk-rock singers
· The Beatles  the most successful and popular rock band of the 60s
· The Rolling Stones  sought to be the antithesis of the Beatles; presented themselves as rebellious, aloof, more sexually explicit, decadent lifestyle, used shock value as a draw; their music was based more on R&B than rockabilly

· The Who  represented a maturity in the development of the British rock invasion, more assertive in their own originality and less concerned about American culture
· Merseyside  region describing early British rock music based on rockabilly (Beatles) from working-class Liverpool
· London   region describing early British rock music based on R&B (Rolling Stones) from London University students
· Woodstock  the most famous of the outdoor music festivals
· FM radio  played the longer improvisational, often rambling songs of the 60s
· Grace Slick   the first tough-image female rock star (not wholesome like Annette Funicello or Connie Francis); lead singer for Jefferson Airplane   

· Grateful Dead   used distortion, feedback, fuzz boxes – exhibited and maintained the original nonmaterialistic spirit of the hippie culture 

· Janis Joplin   voice was coarse and screaming, her voice accurately captured the raw sound of black blues singer, forecast the heavy metal screamers of the 70s

· Jimi Hendrix   achieved the artistic height of the West Coast rock scene;  the epitome of electric rock guitar technique; used techniques of amplifier distortion as an integral part of his performances

· The Doors   led by Jim Morrison; the most famous of the L.A. rock music; Morrison’s self-destructive lifestyle helped to make the group famous

· Paul Butterfield Blues Band   the most influential blues revival band in America.

· Southern Rock bands   Allman Brothers Band, Charlie Daniels Band, Marshall Tucker Band, Z.Z. Top

· West Coast Country and Folk Rock    the Eagles, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band

· Atlantic Records    the record company which nurtured soul music led by Jerry Wexler

· “soul” music  gospel-based form of black rock

· Thomas A. Dorsey   the “father of gospel music”
· James Brown   soul singer, live performances earned him the title “the hardest working man in show business”.

· Stax Records   produced a distinctive soul sound

· Ray Charles   pioneer of soul in the 50s, very gospel sounding, used female back-up group

· Aretha Franklin   soul singer

· Berry Gordy  head of Motown Records, the most successful soul factory of the 60s; distinctive sound was more wholesome than the Stax sound and was therefore more popular with white audiences
· Motown vocalists   Marvin Gaye, Four Tops, Temptations, Vandellas, Marvelettes, Supremes, Stevie Wonder

· H-D-H   Eddie and Brian Holland and Lamont Dozier;  Motown song-writing team

· Motown sound   unforgettable hook, incessant backbeat/danceable, more wholesome than Stax

· Motown Records  record company which became the most successful soul factory of the 60s
· Stevie Wonder  he maintained creative control, remaining free of the assembly line formula of Motown & HDH and continuing his spirit of experimentation.

· art rock  a combination of rock and classical music; mostly British

· Moody Blues   first notable art rock band;  English group formed in 1964

· Mellotron   a keyboard instrument with a 6-foot long loop of prerecorded tape for each key;  predates synthesizers; signature instrument of Moody Blues

· Frank Zappa   the primary exponent of American art rock; inspired more by 20th century classical music than 19th century, popularity probably hurt by limited exposure due to his explicit lyrics

· Reggae   musical product of the lower class blacks of Jamaica; uses slower tempos, lighter bass line than rock; subjects mostly about political protest; influenced  American artists like Paul Simon and Stevie Wonder
· Bob Marley   most legendary of the reggae artists
· heavy metal  a rock style which began in the 70s, characterized by extremely amplified music based on powerful recurring bass riffs, long instrumental breaks (not danceable music), star guitarists and screaming vocalists

· Led Zeppelin considered by many to be the first metal band

· Black Sabbath, Blue Oyster Cult, Aerosmith, Van Halen  Heavy Metal Bands
· funk  a more danceable rock incorporating soul and jazz elements  Examples: Sly and the Family Stone, Kool and the Gang, Earth, Wind and Fire

· George Clinton  the father of “funk”

· disco dance music craze of the 70s initiated because of the discos’ need for dance music spurred by an emerging gay culture in New York City.  The style went mainstream after the 1978 release of Saturday Night Fever.
· The Bee Gees, the Trammps, Donna Summers, the Village People  popular disco acts
· soft rock calmer version of rock & roll, including light love songs; the preferred style of adolescent females who constitute the largest segment of the commercial market  Examples: Carole King, Neil Diamond, Neil Sedaka, James Taylor, Carly Simon, John Denver, Billy Joel

· Glitter Rock  primarily developed in Britain, characterized by male performers who wore bizarre costumes, even dressing in drag and wearing makeup  Examples:  David Bowie, Elton John, Kiss, Alice Cooper

· punk rock a derivative of heavy metal, intended to be anti-everything, rebellious and angry; songs were deliberately inappropriate and even ineptly produced   Examples:  Velvet Underground, New York Dolls, Sex Pistols

· new wave   softer version of punk, more closely related to progressive rock  Examples:  Devo, Police, Elvis Costello, Talking Heads

· synthesizer  a musical instrument, traditionally a keyboard instrument, that creates sounds electronically

· MIDI  Musical Instrument Digital Interface; allows different synthesizers to be connected and controlled by a single source

· MTV (Music Television) cable network devoted exclusively to music video performances; went on the air in 1981

· Michael Jackson  most popular rock star of the 80s; MTV was forced to include black artists in their lineup because of his crossover appeal to white audiences

· Madonna  female rock superstar of the 80s

· Motley Crue, Twisted Sister, Def Leppard, Metallica  80s heavy metal bands  
· charity rock concerts organized and supported by popular music performers to support various causes such as AIDS research, world hunger and aid for farmers

· grunge  a post-punk rock style originating in the Pacific Northwest characterized by an antiart spirit; used heavy metal sounds but with a deliberately crude and unproduced presentation  Examples:  Soundgarden, Nirvana, Pearl Jam
· Nirvana  the most famous Grunge Band
· rap a rhythmic recitation done in conjunction with hip hop music

· hip hop characterized by rhythmic speech and repetitive underlying riffs; emerged from the black inner city

· break dancing  virtuosic dance style which evolved around hip hop

· scratching  manually working the turntable platter back and forth with the stylus on a v inyl record to create a rhythmic noise 

· early rap groups  Sugarhill Gang, Run-D.M.C., Beastie Boys

· West Coast hip hop  later than New York; dealt more flagrantly with topics of drugs, gang violence and hostility toward women  Examples: Ice-T, N.W.A., Ice Cube, Snoop Doggy Dogg, Tupac Shakur, Eminem, Dr. Dre

· MC Hammer performed a more nonthreatening, less angry type of hip hop; was therefore more commercially successful

· women rappers   Queen Latifah, Salt-N-Pepa, Destiny’s Child

· Latin pop  Gloria Estefan, Enrique Iglesias, Ricky Martin, Christina Aguilera

· boy bands  New Kids on the Block, Boys II Men, Backstreet Boys, ‘N Sync
Essay questions

· In what ways was rock and roll music a threat to the then current popular music establishment
· Describe the evolution of the Beatles
· Who are the primary consumers of rock and roll and how has this group changed?
