Rhythm Canon

1. Pick a subject

An occasion:  Arbor Day, first day of school

Cross/curricular:  types of clouds, parts of speech, ocean names
Names of instruments: by family, or by range (high/low)
Children’s names:  a good way to get to know each other

2. Pick three words within your subject that have different rhythmic patterns.
3. Have students help you figure out what note value should be placed on each syllable of the words to create a rhythm pattern.
4. Divide the class into three groups
5. Each group will recite one of the rhythm patterns
6. Once they are confident in speaking, add body percussion and then other percussion instruments.
7. Perform the composition in canon form. 

