
1. c.1750 – 1825  the Classic Period in music
2. Classicism embraces order, objectivity, poise, serenity, structure, stability, proportion, tradition.
3. absolute music  music which has no specific pictorial or literary program
4. Viennese School  term describing the principal composers of the Classical period – Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven  because of the city in which was the major part of their activity
5. glass harmonica  invented by Benjamin Franklin; a row of glass bowls of graded sizes rotating on a spindle
6. sonata-allegro  the form of the first movement of a multi-movement work in this era
7. theme and variations  a form based on a series of modifications of a musical idea following its original statement
8. minuet and trio movement in triple meter patterned after a dance; almost always the third movement in a classical symphony
9. encore  French for “again”
10. chamber music  music for a small ensemble (2 to 10 players)

11. string quartet  an ensemble consisting of 2 violins, viola and cello

12. Ludwig Kochel catalogued Mozart’s works, resulting in the letter “K” designation
13. A Little Night Music  translation of Eine kleine Nachtmusik
14. The Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni and The Magic Flute Mozart’s most famous operas
15. Requiem  Mozart’s last composition
16. rocket theme  a theme which rapidly ascends from a low to high register

17. symphony  means literally “sounding together”
18. Joseph Haydn  known as the “father of the symphony”
19. monothematic – relating to the symphony, a movement in sonata-allegro form using only one theme; technique used by Haydn
20. Age of Reason  term applied to the intellectual climate of the Classical period
21. steamroller effect  the use of drawn out crescendos, slowly gathering force and intensity toward a climax

22. tremolo  the quick and continuous reiteration of a single pitch

23. pizzicato  plucking the strings of the instrument with the fingers
24. Baroque orchestra typically consisted of 15-30 players.
25. Classical orchestras typically consisted of 30-40 players.

26. Modern orchestras typically consist of approximately 60 players.

27. Prince Esterhazy employed Joseph Haydn for almost 30 years.

28. Surprise Symphony Haydn’s most famous symphony 

29. scherzo  often used as the third movement of Beethoven’s multi-movement works
30. Eroica Beethoven’s third symphony which was originally dedicated to Napoleon.

31. Beethoven wrote 32 sonatas are often considered the pianist’s New Testament and are the most significant in the solo literature for that instrument
32. Fidelio  Beethoven’s only opera.

33. short-short-short long the most famous theme in history; from Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5 in C minor
34. motive  the smallest melodic or rhythmic unit

35. double exposition  form used in a concerto in which the orchestral exposition is followed by a second exposition for the solo instrument and orchestra; slightly different than standard sonata-allegro, or first movement form
36. cadenza  a fanciful solo passage in the manner of an improvisation

37. Maria Anna Mozart  Mozart’s sister who performed and toured with her brother as a child

38. “Pathetique” is originally from the Greek word “pathos” which meant artistic passion.

39. Mass for the Dead  a requiem is a large sacred choral form which is a musical setting for this
40. The Creation and The Seasons  2 oratorios written by Haydn 

41. Singspiel  comic opera with German text in which spoken dialogue alternates with singing
Listening List
1. Mozart:  Eine kleine Nachtmusik, K525 First movement
2. Mozart:  Eine kleine Nachtmusik, K525 Second movement

3. Mozart:  Eine kleine Nachtmusik, K525 Third movement

4. Mozart:  Eine kleine Nachtmusik, K525 Fourth movement

5. Haydn:  Symphony No. 94 in G major (Surprise), Second movement

6. Beethoven:  Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67 First movement

7. Beethoven:  Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67 Second movement

8. Beethoven:  Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67 Third movement

9. Beethoven:  Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67 Fourth movement

10. Mozart:  Piano Concerto in G major, K. 453, First movement

11. Beethoven:  Piano Sonata in C minor, Op. 13 (Pathetique) Second movement
12. Mozart:  The Marriage of Figaro Act I, Scenes 6 and 7
Survey of Music Literature:  Unit 2 Study Sheet








